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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN. 


——__— 
RECEIPTS. , 
The amount of Funds chargeable to the Treasurer for the year end- 
ing February 28, 1854, viz :—....seeee- $4700 48 
To balance in the Treasury......+-.e- 519 07 
List of State, County, Town and School 
Tax for the year 1853. ......+.-0. 2376 00 
Non-resident ‘“ EP ae Sy 3 393 52 
e © Highway... sesessesees 193 10 
Cash borrowed of William A. Brees: 09 77 
John Gilcreast,. 200 00 
. Rootes of Literary Fund...... 120 75 
" «from State R. R. tax... 194 31 
cs “« from Co. of Rockingham, 443 98 
af ‘« for use of Town House,. . 2 00 


Interest on Surplus Revenue.......+- 


March Ist, 1854. Amount of Surplus Rey- 


pre NOLES. sss le:0-6 plese »  wheeraieleee le 
March Ist, 1853. Amount of Literary Fund 
NOES | Fee ee ae o's SaeWihbw ss eee 
June ‘* Received from the State.... 
March 1,1854. ‘ Interest of L. F. notes, 
Taken ae ISG OR ACHOOIGs aes bic speueens 
March 1, 1854, Amount of Literary Fund 
TAGES ehaib: aiste e's 0.6 one 1bs ean ot ae 


EXPENDITURES. 


The whole amount of expenditures for the 
year ending February 28, 1854, is......-. 
By paid out standing Orders... .......- 

Schools... s'\s. +5 WAS tls Salem's 6's 
Rockingham Teachers’ Institute. ...... 
Holmes Road. ....26 «ee ao y's Pe wets 
Smith oC AC aa eweeee ss cesses s 
Roads and Bridges. ...esesesseevees 
Non-resident Highway tax in -lahor. wee 
Militias ps4 oe toed oe ae oe aeee $% 
Amount carried forward,+ssccccececees 


197 98—$4700 48 


$3348 00 
712 15 
90 04 

42 58—-$844 77 

120 95 

$724 02 

$4314 40 
304 75 
950 10 
21 14 
520 00 
233 39 
115 33 
67 59 
5 00 


Amount brought forward, .+..ceeveeees ‘Pe ee $2 237 30 
SSI APIICETS » oo wie biele'd'e'eve dW 0 b's’ ve 278 19 
SEE TSS o's 54. o's Wet Na eee BW b's 0% 100 58 
Poor at Aimphousessicvicsececccace 16 50 
wouter «yates eee ay 217 55 
State and County tax......seseeee. 989 98 
Miscellaneous Expenses. ..+++++eeee. 458 63 
Abatement on tax list. .......s cece. 35 71—$4314 40 
Balance in the hands of the Treasurer...... 386 08 
$4700 48 


JOHN CAMPBELL, of 


DAVID GILCREAST, Jz., Selectmen 
JOHN A. PLUMER, Londonderry. 


We have examined the vouchers for the foregoing account of receipts 
and expenditures for the year ending February 28, 1854, and find them 
correct. 

REID P. CLARK, 
JONATHAN SAVORY, : Auditors. 
WARREN RICHARDSON, 


2 snt--—~<@— 


HXPENDITURES. 

Paid School District PL yee shawn s ata es $136 37 

ONS Fi Bh RIE se pe: 116 95 

“ is 4 Oh it Le An A 67 33 

e if “ OWT Le DAR a ; 87 98 

ie va “4 BG, Dek y ss ctnk ae ae 102 05 

* si : TAO 0s Shere ge cele nie ae 62 "15 

wail “* Moy Veet tag. t csi: 85 62 

vy " . Ba, By as tin « ois f tne on 140 83 

" sg "i NG. OF.3S bene ye eed ° 79 46 

as a A BCI CHEES Baie 15 54 
“ 4 ES Ca thi Piette 50 22—-$950 10 
“Rockingham Teachers’ Institute ..... 21 14 

SMITH ROAD: 

Paid Jonathan Hill land damage .. ...... 32 00 

Gilman Andrews land damage........ 39 00 

“© Foster Avery $: Wiis nierepeia-e ss 5 37 


** ‘Thomas Senter, Making Sec. No. 1.... 48 00 
“ Thomas Boyd, ‘ st NOY Bee us 32 00 
* Samuel Smith, “ er NO. Os ae 18 00-———$283 39 
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HOLMES ROAD. 


Paid A. H. Hoyt for Commissioners’ Report, 
Geo. H. Taylor & Co., land POLAEP r+ : 

‘© William M. Holmes, S re 

‘© Juucian B. Blake, Making Sec. No. fa 

‘© Matthew Holmes, rs st ONG Ses 


‘‘ Matthew Holmes, ‘“ INO, 1 ne 
ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

ad Samuel Boyde. .e.eddcs sess dbicccee 
Heard (iy Asati ats ei vse be cle uss oe 

FP PEITES Sry AMODETURE kee 's ie ob e einkaé ewe 
“¢ Benjamin F. Wharf. .....+.c00 sees 
ME GGL COD ares 00S Vie ede oho lols etd whites 
Mason Boyd....scserssosesccece oe 
(Joseph Annis. .esssvcsessccee ener 
STON AIORAOCEP 65's s o'a'ele sa le yin’ b Ob a 
ee William Dis Boyod) si) Vises sae oldie > 
td award: Clark vis eie@ eww eis y eee 
Oh! A LEPOE. PURPLE Ly ee eevee fos en atte delat 
66 SHTIHA AMIE sie a's Sines, @ wee ele 7a his tae ' 
“Freeman Corning..... a wnt li wible tetera 

TOWN OFFICERS. 

Paid Reid P. Clark, Selectmen Bervices ob Se% 
Warren Richardson, pe aa ae 
Jonathan Savory, zs aia Bh x, 
Wu. A. Holmes, Collector “ ..... 
Wm. A. Holmes, Treasurer “ ..... 
Wm. A. Holmes, Town Clerk “ ..... 
David Gilcreast Jr, Selectmen‘ .. .. 
John Campbell, i Pe Lesa ale 
John A. Plummer, ‘“ as Shale 
Calyin Boyd, Moderator ee SDS 


Timothy G. Brainard,— 
Superintendent Committee,  ..... 


D. Gilcreast Jr, select Clerk “ ..... 
Warren Richardson, Auditor Nida 
Reid P. Clark, Pe ata sae de 
Jonathan Savory, AE SOs ee oO 
Non-resident Highway tax in labor.... 
MILITIA. 
Paid David Manter....:ccccceccecces see 
Thomas B, Platts..... Pare dts vet A 
Charles D. Greeley..... ote ehh OU oe 
INTEREST. 
Paid John Shipley interest on order....... 


Town Treasurer “ on Surplus Revenue 


1 00 


195 00 


45 00 
74 00 


107 00 
117 60—-$520 00 


2 50 
3 80—$115 33 


10 84 
7 33 
5 20 
5d 00 
15 00 
12 00 
49 97 
33 24 
32 70 
4 50: 


38 83 

10 00 

1 18 

118 
1 18S—-$278 17 
$67 59 


2 00 
2 00 
1 00—- $5 00 


3 40 
97 18——$100 58 
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POOR AT THE ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid William J. Campbell for 1853........ 
William H. Martin for 1852........ 


Paid Arley Plummer for James Everton.... 
John H. Blake for Timothy Dustin.... 
Arley Plummer for Savory Bancroft... 
Jonathan C. Coffin for Abigail Coffin... 
William J. Campbell for James Clark.. 
Wm. J. Campbell for Savory Bancroft... 
Wm. Smith for Betsey Smith........ 
Wm. H. Martin for Peter Martin..... 
Charles Chase ‘a A Wh ei 
Reuben White - 1 NE Re oe 
James Rattray for Pierce........... 
John E. Tyler Treasurer of the N. H. 

Asylum for the Insane for the sup- 
port of Mary R. Parker.......-6. 


Paid County Treasurer........-.ssecees 
MMTRPCGSUICT. cass cccccrcssdeuss 


Paid John Campbell for repairing Town House 
Abbott, Jenks & Co. for Town Accounts 
Rockingham Fire Insurance Company... 
A. J. Morse, cutting bushes in graveyard. 
Committe on North Graveyard ...... 
Tewksbury & Brother for Book...... 
Wm. Anderson Esq. for taking affidavits 
Wm. Anderson Esq. “ =“ 

Dayid Gilcreast Jr. for stationery..... 
Wm. J. Campbell for Births and Deaths 
Wm. J. Campbell “ = * 
Wm. A. Holmes “ « " 
John Shipley for Hearse house....... 
David Gilcreast Jr. to Exeter for County 
Bi A Oe 
Town Treasurer for Selectmen’s note... 
Arley Plummer for Postage.......... 


ABATEMENTS. 


Paid William A Holmes, on list for 1852.... 


“6 sgh SPL tad Bato Pa 
James Peter eil, at tee BE a8 
John Harvey, nS Ie ripe de ae eg 
Outstanding orders for 1852........... 


12 75 


3 75— $16 50 
POOR NOT AT THE ALMSHOUSE. 


11 00 
5 00 
19 00 
18 50 
3 00 
15 00 
25 00 
54 00 


52 00—-$217 59 
STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


624 58 


365 40—-$989 98 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


$3 00 
20 00 


at 


CUS OF OTR 


7 54 
26 17 
1 00 


3-—$458 65 


1 00——$35 71 


$304 40 


$4314 40 
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The Town of Londonderry in account current, March 1, 1854. Cr. 


By balance in the Treasurer’s hands... ...- $386 08 
Dr. To due outstanding orders for 1853-4.... . $264 00 
To due Fellows, for land damage......++.+++ 50 00— $314 00 


Leaving a balance in favor of the town, on the 
foregoing account, Of.. 6. veces cesececece $72 08 


DEBTS OF THE TOWN. 


Fesrvuary 28, 1854. 
To John Gilereast’s note, dated Sept. 9, 1853, $200 00 
To borrowed by the Selectmen for 1853....... 200 00 
To Treasurer of West Parish of Londonderry 
for note dated Sept. 1, 1853, borrowed by the 
Committee on Graveyard for 1853. ......- 140 00 
To John Moore’s note, borrowed by the Select- 
men for the year 1848, principal and interest. 
This note has never been in the accounts.... 135 50——$475 50 
Deiiuct amount in the hands of Treasurer..... 72 08 


Amount of debts against the town more than 

tuey have funds on hand to pay $403 42 
To Town Treasurer for Town House and Auburn . 

road notes, borrowed from the Surplus Reve- 


RUGMIUNGiiss soe 0 be a 5 dl Se ial bee, a $1619 67 
Whole amount of debts against the Town is.... $2023 09 
INVENTORY OF PROPERTY AT THE ALMS HOUSE, 

Frseruary 28, 1854. $733 29 
Inventory of property at Alms house Feb. 23, 
Tao Gia Oe. Poe Biel Dew acre. -». 668 99 


Leaving a baltents 3 in favor of 1954 of’: . . . sees $64 30 


Credit by cash from County for County Poor.. $317 75 


by balance on books......0 soe sees 26 00 

$343 75 

By paid Superintendent one year’s salary..-. . 200 00 
$93 75 

Deduct amount due from County last year.. .. 33 00 


Balance in fayor of the Farm.........0. o . ee $54 75 


DAVID GILCREAST, Jr., Overseers 
JOHN CAMPBELL, of 
JOHN A. PLUMER, the oor. 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending Committee on public schcols in town this year, 
submit the following as their Report. 


We have discharged the duties of our office according to the best 
of our ability. ‘The teachers in the summer and winter schools have 
been examined; and all the schools were generally visited twice dur- 
ing each session by some member of the Committee. 

The Districts in their numerical order will now be presented. 

Disrricr No. 1.—The Summer School in this District was taught 
by Miss B. Ann Morss, of Derry. 

Miss M. it is believed, gave general satisfaction to her employers. 
To the Committee she did not appear to be so active in the school 
room, nor to possess the faculty of accomplishing so much there as 
many other teachers. Nor was the order quite so good as a little 
stricter discipline would have secured. But she gained the good-will 
of her scholars, and interested most of them in their studies ; so that 
at the closing examination, all the classes furnished evidence of hav- 
ing made fair progress in their studies. A large class in the Multi- 
plication Table, a class in Colburn’s Arithmetic, a class in Porter’s 
Rhetorical Reader and the first class in spelling appeared very well. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Cuartes A. Wixson, of 
Derry; and a member of the Senior Class in Amherst College. 

Mr. W. has had considerable experience in teaching and gave val- 
uable instruction. His health was quite poor when he began his 
school; and a few complained that he did not accomplish so much as 
was customary in the winter school. But the impression made on 
the mind of the Committee at the first was that the instruction in 
every branch was thorough and accurate, and if not so great in qguan- 
tity it was better in quality than usual. This impression was fully 
confirmed by the appearance of the different classes on examination 
at the close of the school. All of them appeared well; and several 
of them, as a classin Colburn’s Arithmetic, in Adams’ Arithmetic, in 
Morse’s Geography and in spelling, were very prompt and correct 
in their answers, and had gone through their text books. Consider- 
able attention was paid to writing and good proficiency made in this 
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important but neglected branchof a good education. The prevalence 
of the measles in the District made some difference in the regulari- 
ty and progress of the pupils. 


District No. 2.—The Summer School in this District was taught 
by Miss Saran Jane Gitcreast, of town. 

Miss G. is an experienced and very competent teacher both in re- 
gard to the instruction and government of her school. The present 
session was a long one, and toward the close of it her discipline was 
somewhat relaxed. But the scholars generally made good improve- 
ment in their studies; particularly was this the case with a class in 
Colburn’s Arithmetic, Morse’s Geography, ail the classes in spelling. 
Considerable attention was paid to writing, and commendable profi- 

‘ciency was made in it. ' 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. James McQuestEn, of 
Litchfield. | 

It was Ma. McQuesten’s first attempt at school-keeping; and as 
the school was rather a large and difficult one, it was soon manifest, 
that he was not adequate to the task he had undertaken. In goy- 
erning his school he threatened and blustered and punished the smal] 
scholars for faults he did not even dare to reprove in the larger ones. 
The larger scholars neither feared nor respected him in school nor 
out of it. He made his boast at the outset that he should not call in 
the aid of the Superintending Committee to help him manage his 
school; for he was competent to the management of it himself. Yet 
the moment he got into trouble with one of the larger boys, he sent 
with express haste for the Committee. 

He seemed also to lack sound practical sense to guide him in the 
classification of his scholars and the use of his time, Little girls and 
boys six and seven years of age were classed in spelling with those 
of twelve and thirteen years old, who have usually stood several 
classes in advance of these younger ones. He made but one class 
in Colburn’s Arithmetic, putting beginners and those who had studi- 
ed it several terms together. The latter ought to have finished the 
book this winter, but as it was they did not advance so far by several 
pages as they studied last summer. 

At the public examination of those in Adams’ Arithmetic he stat- 
ed that some of them had ‘‘ ciphered nearly through the Book, but 
had not learned the rules any further than the Roots.” He frequent- 
ly omitted the exercise of whole classes and spent his time ‘‘in solv- 
ing problems in Arithmetic” for a few scholars. 

An examination of his Register gives us reason to fear that he 
lacked not only sound judgment, but sound moral principle to guide 
him. He has falsified his Register by returning the number of days 
attendance of nearly every scholar greater than it actually was. As 
a specimen: He has returned some whom their parents and friends 
assure us were not in school quite three weeks, as present 44 or 53 
days; others who attended but five weeks as present 55 and 57 days, 
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and others who were absent 10 or 15 days he has marked as absent 
only 3 or 5days. Errors may creep into the Register, but facts ren- 
der it impossible for us to believe, that they have come in here ex- 
cept by design. It is not possible to believe that several scholars 
could be absent the whole time for the last six weeks out of eleven 
of a school and the teacher not know it. 


Out of 59 different scholars, he reports that 50 were there every 
day; while the number of days attendance he returned makes the aver- 
age attendance 5413-21. Here is an instance of gross incompeten- 
cy, or gross dishonesty. For when the Register was shown to the 
visitors present the last day of the school, one of the Committee told 
him that the average of 50 was probably too high; and asked if it 
was by actual calculation or by guesswork that this number was 
reached. He replied, “ By guesswork.” ‘That won’t do, and your 
Register cannot be accepted till you have made it out according to 
the directons in the Register.” He took back the Register, set down 
whatever number he pleased as each scholar’s attendance; but did not 
take the trouble to add up the numberof days attendance and divide 
them by the number of days his school kept. Was he incompetent 
for this exercise of simple addition and division? It was what the 
Register required him to do. But whether incompetent or not for 
such an exercise in simple addition and division, after the Prudential 
Committee told him at the close of the school, that he should not 
pay him till the Register was made out correctly, was it any thing 
less than an unmitigated falsehood for him to take the Register to 
the house of the Prudential Committee the next morning and, in or- 
der to get his pay, say thathe had made out the Register as requir- 
ed? 

It is of the utmost importance that the Register should be correct- 
ly kept by every teacher. Yet we are credibly informed by several 
of the older scholars, that some stormy days when only a few were 
present, the roll was not called at all, and no absences noted; and 
that for the last week or more he did not call it or note them. The 
Superintending Committee are under oath to make a true return of 
the state of the schools to the Secretary of State at Concord. But 
they can do so only by the facts drawn from the Registers of the 
several schools. Can they follow the returns fromany district which 
they know to be false without being themselves guilty of perjury ? 
Moreover would notsuch false returns incorporated with true ones vi- 
tiate their whole report? If one teacher may make false returns 
why may not others also? Should all do this what would the result 
be but one great falsehood given forth to the public in the ‘Annual 
Report of the State Board of Education?” Is it to obtain this result 
that so much time and money are expended to furnish Registers, to 
require every town to furnish a report of all its public schools, and 
to require the Board of Education to prepare an Annual Report, and 
to have a sufficient number of copies published to supply every dis- 
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trict in the State with acopy? Do not justice, the interests of truth 
and the public good demand at our hands the exposure of the moral 
baseness of any teacher who shall deliberately give false returns ? 

The law attaches so much importance to this matter that no teach- 
er is entitled to any pay for services, until the Register has been cor- 
rectly made out and is returned to the Committee. Whoever serves 
as Prudential Committee should understand this point and act ac- 
cordingly. 

District No. 3. (AnpErson.)—The Summer School was taught by 
Miss Marrua 8. Hunt, of Charlestown. 

She was young and inexperienced and was so embarrassed as not 
to appear well at her examination. Fears were entertained by the 
Committee that her attempt to keep the school would prove a failure. 
But on trial she did remarkably well. Good order was maintained 
and all the classes appeared well. Several of her classes excelled 
in their exercises; as the second class in reading, the first class in 
Grammar and a class of beginners in Colburn’s Arithmetic. 

‘The Winter School was kept by Mr. Noau O. Rosinson, of Hud- 
son. 

Mr. R. has had some experience in teaching and succeeded well 
in the government and instruction of his pupils. | This scheol was 
visited but once by the Committee and then the several classes ap- 
peared well, especially a class in Emerson’s Arithmetic and a class 
in Adams’ Arithmetic. Attention was paid to reading, writing and 
spelling. ‘The Committee was notified of the close of this school. 
It was on Friday, Dec., 30th, the next day after the severe snow- 
storm and wind—and the roads were impassable. 


District No. 4. (Woopsurn.)—The Summer School was taught 
by Miss Saran E. Lawrence, of Merrimack. 

Miss L. ‘succeeded well in the management of this school. She 
was mild yet firm and energetic in the government of it, and accu- 
rate in the instruction given. Several of the classes in reading were 
very good. ‘The first class in Colburn’s Arithmetic had gone through _ 
the Book and appeared to have made thorough work; and a class in 
Grammar appeared well. both as to aknowledge of principles and the 
application of them to parsing. 

Several very neat Writing Books were shown which evinced a 
good degree of skill, and improvement in penmanship. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Wixuiam J. Nort, of 
Nashua. 

Mr. N. brings to his work of conducting a school experience and 
judgment and skill. He maintained excellent order without recourse 
to severe or harsh measures; and secured the good will of his pupils 
while he kept them under admirable subjection. His instruction was 
unusually thorough. His object was to make his scholars understand 


everything as they went along and to go no faster nor further than 
they went well. 
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The classes ou examination had all of them made fair progress in 
their studies, especially the first class in Adams’ and Colburn’s Arith- 
metic, the third class in Reading, and the second class in spelling. 

It is with pleasure that we can, in all good conscience, make so 
favorable a report both of the Summer and Winter School in this 
District. 

District No. 5.—The Summer School was taught by Miss Mar- 
THA Forsaitu, of Auburn. 

It was Miss F.’s first effort at school-keeping; and we think that 
she is one whom age and experience as a teacher will greatly bene- 
fit. Some of her classes appeared very well, while generally there 
seemed to be a lack of thoroughness of instruction and especially of 
discipline. 

The Winter School in this District was begun by Mr. JonatHan 
McAxuister of this town. 

In the early part of it when the school was visited it was doing 
very well. But sickness in the family of the teacher interrupted it, 
and finally and unexpectedly, closed it, when it was a little more 
than two-thirds through. Mr. McAllister possesses the talent of ac- 
complishing a good deal of work in the school-room and at the same 
time of doing it well. 


Disrricr No. 6. (Comine.)—There was no Summer School taught 
in this District. 

The Winter School was taught by Miss Saran JANE GILcREAST, 
of town. his was a small school and for want of other accommo- 
dations was kept in the room ofa private dwelling-house. This 
school appeared well on examination. Some of the older pupils had 
completed Adams’ Arithmetic; and here were exhibited some of the 
best Writing Books we saw in any school in town. 

District No. 7. (Wurre’s.)—The Summer School was taught by 
Miss Caroxine L. GamBie of Manchester. 

Miss G. was young and had never taught before; but she was very 
well qualified in respect to her education. She appeared efficient in 
the school room, active and energetic, maintaining good order and 
eyincing an aptness to teach. Most of the scholars in the district are 
young. ‘There was a class of seven in the Alphabet, and nine oth- 
ers were in words of one syllable or in very easy reading. A class 
in Morse’s Geography appeared well. When the school was visited 
at its close almost all the larger scholars were absent. Miss G. taught 
a private school of a few weeks after the close of her public school. 

The Winier School was taught by Mr. Henry S. WHEELER, of 
Derry. 

It was Mr. W.’s first experience in school-keeping. He passed a 
very good examination in the branches required to be taught; but the 
discipline of his school when first visited was rather lax. But the or- 
der instead of growing worse, as is often the case, rather improved, 
and at the close it was tolerably good. The scholars are for the most 
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part young and backward; but some of them had made yery fairim- 
provement. Some attention was paid to writing. A new school 
house is greatly needed in this district. 


District No. 8. (Dow.)—There were two teachers in the Sum- 
mer School in this district—Miss Atnora F. Perviger, and Miss Sa- 
raw H. Goopwiy, both of town. 

After about two weeks Miss P. resigned her charge on account of 
ill-health. It is believed that she gave good satisfaction while she 
continued in the school. 

Miss G. has had considerable experience in teaching, and is amp- 
ly qualified in respect to education to impart correct and valuable in- 
struction. But she is rather too easy in the government of her 
school, to secure the order necessary to be maintained in a large 
school.. It is believed that her employers were very well pleased 
with her school. There are not accommodations in the house for 
the large number of scholars sent to it. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Samuen GitcrpastT—one 
of the Superintending Committee of town. 

The school was visited but once by the other member of the Com- 
mittee in the latter part of the school. The number of scholars pres- 
ent was not large at the time. The school was very orderly and the 
exercises of the several classes evinced that they had been well in- 
structed. 

The attendance on this school both Summer and Winter was very 
irregular; and several in the district of proper age to attend school 
did not go at all during the year. The district is very large both 
in point of territory and number of scholars; while the house is very 
small and old and uncomfortable in every respect. This district re- 
ceives more money for school purposes than any other district; and 
we cannot name a district in town, which in our opinion has for years 
past derived so little benefit from its money. 

District No. 9. (Manter.)—The Summer School was taught by 
Miss Lyp1ia A. N. Wessrer of Derry. 

Miss W. has had a good deal of experience in teaching school, 
and is very well qualified to impart correct and valuable instruction. 
The school is small and easily governed. The number in atten- 
dance was diminished by the spread of the hooping-cough through the 
district. At the close of the school only 12 were present; but they 
recited quite a number of different lessons, and had made more 
than usual improvement in their studies. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Anprew L. Taytor of 
town. 

Mr. T. was abeginner, and acted wisely in going into a small and 
easily managed school to make his first attempt at teaching. His 
school was visited but once as neither member of the Committee re- 
ceived any notice of the day when it would close. When visited the 
school apppeared remarkably well both as to the character ofits gov- 
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ernment and instruction. It then gave so fair promise of being a 
good school, that the Committee regret the want of an opportunity 
to be present at its close. 


District No. 10.—This is a very small district—or only part o 
district. It adjoins No. 3, [Aiken Range] in Derry, and the scholars 
in No. 10, go to the house in No. 3, Derry. 

Both the Summer and Winter School was taught by Miss Mary 
Jane Cuoarts; and for the first time it has been correctly and season- 
ably reported to your Committee by a Register duly made out by the 
teacher. 

District No. 11.—The Summer School was taught by Miss Mira 
T. Wiiiams, of town. 

It was we believe Miss W.’s first attempt at teaching school and 
she succeeded very well. She gained the good will of her pupils, 
and so interested them in their studies that they made fair improve- 
ment in them. A class in Geography and Grammar had learned 
correctly as far as they had gone in their books; and some of the 
smaller scholars had made rapid progress in reading. Her disci- 
pline was not such as to secure so good order as is desirable. 

The Winter School was taught by Mr. Hosza B. Emury of 
Derry. 

Mives Mr. E.’s first attempt at school-keeping, and his present ef- 
fort was not very successful. His literary qualifications were barely 
passable; his aptness to teach very small and his power to govern 
feeble and insufficient to command the respect and obedience of the 
older scholars. 

There was a sad lack of judgment evinced in classifiying the schol- 
ars, and in appropriating all his time to the greatest benefit of his 
school. ‘The school dwindled very much toward the last of it: 
and it was not visited at the close by either member of the Commit- 
tee, because neither of them knew the day when it ended. It was 
however visited twice by the Committee, and the second time near 
the close of it, and only five scholars were then present. Several 
of the older boys were amusing themselves at sliding on some ice 
near the school house; and they rather discourteously declined all in- 
vitations and orders from the teacher to come into school that after- 
noon. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


. Scxoot Hovuses.—No new School House has been built during the 
year. ‘The one in District No. 11, was repaired last year out side 
so that it now presents a very respectable appearance. There is no 
house in district No. 6;—only apologies for one in Districts No. 7 
and 8; and only very poor ones in Districts No. 2 and 8. There are 
at least jive new school houses greatly needed in town,—some of 
them are ¢ndispensably necessary. Only a single School House in 
town has any out-buildings of any kind. No decent private family 
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does without such buildings; and no decent public family, as our 
schools are, should be without them. 

SCHOOLS. Our schools were not so good, taken as a whole, this 
year as they have usually been. Several causes have operated to 
produce this result. Sickness has prevailed in some of the districts; 
as the measles and hooping cough, which thinned the schools and in- 
terrupted the progress of the scholars. Four of ihe schools were. 
suspended for a longer or shorter time on account of the sickness of 
the teachers or their family. 

The severity of the Winter in intensenets of cold, hard storms and 
bad roads, and miserable school-houses, have rendered the attendance 
very irregular. Poor teachers have exerted their full share of inilusings 
in producing such a result. 

The great variety of text-books found in our schools operates very 
unfavorably upon the prosperity of our schools in many ways. It wastes 
the teacher’s time by increasing the number of classes ; and it prevents 
the spirit of emulation which can easily be excited in a class of several 
pursuing the same study. 

Your Committee have recommended a set of books for use in our 
schools; and we have not yet seen good cause to make any material al- 
teration. We have not followed the series of books recommended by 
the State Board of Education ; nor can we do this uuless we are prepar- 
ed to change frequently. The County Commissioner informed us, at 
the time of his visit here last January, that the series of Reading 
Books recommended last year was disapproved of by the best educa- 
tors in the State; and that these would probably be dropped, and 
some others recommended in their stead. But in this town it is. 
the work of years to get an old set of books out of the school and to 
get new ones in; and then perhaps the ones introduced are not equal 
to those they have supplanted. But if you keep up with the times, or 
rather with the pudieshers, you will not have fairly established the new 
ones, when you will be called upon to lay them aside and try something 
else. It would be an easy matter for the Committee to recommend a 
different series every year, but such a course would be deemed extraya- 
gant and unreasonable. As it now is, however, things are really worse 
for the schools through the introduction into them, by a few scholars, of 
several different kinds of reading books, spelling books, arithmeties, ge- 
ographies, and grammars, than an entire change would produce. Be- 
sides the Bible, there are now found as re: ading books, five of Russell’s 
series, two or three of Town’s series, Porter’s Rhetorical Reader, some 
of Swan’s series, Young Reader, Mrs. Taylor’s Reader, Gfammar School 
Reader, and several smaller books for beginners. In geographies: Par- 
ley’s, Morse’s, two or three kinds each of Mitchell’s and Smith’s: om 


SUPERINTENDING AND PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


The duties of these two Committees are intimately counected with 
each other, yet still they are distinct, and neithcr should invade the pro- 
vinee of the other, 
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Tt is the duty of the Prudential Committee to select and engage the 
teacher ; and he should bearin mind that good teachers are to be sought 
for, and will rarely be found seeking after employment. It should al- 
so be borne in mind that good teachers are usually engaged early; and 
that if the hiring of a teacher be put off till near the time ot commene- 

school, generally none but second or third or fourth rate teachers 
are to be found. The Prudential Committee should also take into the 
account in procuring a teacher several considerations of great importance 
to the welfare of the school, of which the Superintending Committee 
can take no notice. Has he had any experience in teaching? is hea 
good scholar ? has he sound, practical, common sense ? and does he pos- 
sess firmness, and decision, and energy of character, and kindness of 
feelings? These are important considerations, and the Prudential Com- 
mittee should endeavor to ascertain whether the teacher possesses them. 
All that the Superintending Committee can do is to examine the persons 
who present themselves as candidates, and then decide upon their litera- 
ry qualifications. The only question for them to answer is, Has each 
one of the candidates sustained a sufficient examination? This question 
must be answered, ** Yes,” or ‘‘ No.” They have no right to say to any 
candidate, “ You ‘have passed a satisfactory examination ; but we don’t 
“think that you are a fit person for that school, and therefore we cannot 
license you.” Such, in many instances, is our candid opinion. But to 
exercise the power of enforcing this opinion would be the usurpation of a 
ower which does not belong to us; and would be an act of injustice 
th to the teacher and the Prudential Committee. For had the Pru- 
dential Committee thought him to be an unfit person, he would not have 
hired him; and the teacher, too, might have found employment else~ 
where. 

The Superintending Committee have endeavored, by a careful exam- 
ination, to shut out teachers incompetent in point of learning. But ex- 
perience has tanght them the impossibility of giving skill and efficiency 
and judgment to govern and instruct a school to those who do not LP a 
sess and bring these qualifications to their work. 

A good deal of error seems to prevail relative to the visztorial powers 
and duties of the Superintending Committee. 


If trouble arises between the teacher and scholar; or between the 
teacher and members of the district ; it is not the duty of the Commit- 
tee to interfere unless especially called in. It all may be settled with- 
out any of their interference. If called in they should go as impartial 
Judges, give each party a fair hearing and then endeavor to decide the 
matter according to truth and justice. They should never act the part 
of prosecutors as well as judges. 

Many seem to think that if there is any dissatisfaction on the part of 
the district, or of individuals towards a teacher, all that is necessary to 
be done, is to give this notice to the Superintending Committee ; and 
that then they are bound to commence an action against the teacher on 
this informal notice and to look up the evidence to sustain the action. 
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While others seem to imagine that the Committee should proceed forth- 
with to dismiss the teacher by the most summary process ; because they 
consider him an unsuitable person to have charge of the school. But if 
the Committee are bound to do thus, then they are bound to become the 
mere tools of others. 

The truth is, that while the Committee has powers, these powers are 


limited by law ; and they have no right to act the part of arbitrary ty-. 


rants, ‘‘whom they would to slay and whom they would to keep alive.” 
The teacher has rights which the Superintending Committee should 
never invade. His character and reputation are at stake; and the law 
secures to him a fair and impartial trial, by requiring that notice pre- 
viously be given him 2” writeng of the time and place of meeting and 
of the charges allegéd against him, ae 

Let then no disaffected individuals suppose thatvon a naked complaint 


by them against any teacher, that the Committee will proceed against 


such teacher as both prosecutor and judge. But let them take a prop- 
er course and they shall be heard? and the teacher dealt with as the 


* 


’ law directs. ' 


It is feared that some of our schools are becoming moral pest houses 


on account of the prevalence in them of obscene and yulgar and profane. 
language. We know that many of our best citizens feel that they can-- 


not, without great danger to the morals of their children and great 
guilt on their part subject their children to such pernicious influences. 
We have reason to believe that those who feel that the moral cultivation 


of their children is at least as important as the ztellectwal, will sooner ~ 


keep them from school than expose them to such contamination. But 
should this be done then our schools will become a place of resort for 
only the vicious. The teachers have been strictly charged to watch 
over the morals of their pupils; and, if they did not punish them for 
any thing else, to punish them for lying or stealing or fighting or swear- 
ing. Parents and guardians of the young should also second the efforts 
of teachers in this matter; or we are confident that many will keep 
their children away from our public schools entirely. 


REGISTERS. 


The Registers are now ready to be delivered to the Clerks of the sey- 


eral Districts, by whom they are required to be carefully preseryed.— 
There are some facts which Prudential Committees should furnish every 
teacher and see that they are entered in the Register before it is re- 
turned to the Superintending Committee. They should also ascertain 
that each teacher has correctly made out the Register before the wages 
are paid. 
R TIMOTHY G. BRAINERD, ) Superintending 
SAMUEL GILCREAST, School Committee. 
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